Keep Your Plants Cozy with a Cloche!
Cold-sensitive spring transplants, such as tomatoes and peppers, may need a little extra protection on nippy nights and extra chilly days. They also appreciate warm soil. You can use the commercial frost blankets to beat the chill, or you can improvise. If you are a milk or bottled water drinker, you can make highly functional individual cloches for your plants using recycled, gallon-size plastic jugs -- if you start saving them now. 

1.  First, find your area’s frost free date using the chart below.  Your plants should be safe from frost AFTER the spring date and before the fall date.  You can keep them warm during frost dates by making individual cloches.

	City
	Spring
	Fall

	Atlantic City
	5/15
	9/28

	Hammonton
	4/25
	10/3

	Jersey City
	4/18
	10/19

	Millville
	4/29
	10/10

	Newark
	4/15
	10/26

	Newton
	5/24
	9/19

	Shiloh
	4/29
	10/12

	Trenton
	4/15
	10/23


2. Wash out a milk jug. Then cut off the bottom. (Cut the scrap piece into strips for use as plant labels if desired.) 
3. In the late afternoon, cover each plant with a jug. Press the cloche securely into the soil and, if windy, brace it with a brick or rock. Or, slip it down onto a stake to keep it in place. On warm days, prop the jug up on one side with a brick or remove it entirely to avoid overheating inside. 
4. Grab the cloche by the handle to make set-up and take-down quick, then thread by the handle onto a rope to hang for storage.
Frost free dates provided by www.victoryseeds.com
Activity adapted from www.kidsgardening.com

[image: image1.emf]NJ Agricultural                 Society    


_1210592732.doc
[image: image1.png]I




NJ Agricultural 


             Society


