March Winds
	You can see how fast the wind is blowing in your garden by making an anemometer.  An anemometer measures wind speed in miles per hour.  Your homemade version will help you compare wind speeds, but not give you an actual measurement.  

Here’s what you’ll need:
1. Scissors 

2. 4 small paper cups 

3. A dark colored marker 

4. 2 strips of stiff, corrugated cardboard -- the same length 

5. Ruler 

6. Stapler 

7. Push pin 

8. Sharpened pencil with eraser on the end 

9. Modeling clay 

10. A watch that shows seconds 


To Make your anemometer, follow these steps.  The diagram below will help you.

	1.  Cut off the rolled edges of the paper cups to make them lighter.
2.  Color the outside of one cup with the marker.
3.  Cross the cardboard strips so they make a plus (+) sign. Staple them together.
4.  Take the ruler and pencil and draw lines from the outside corners of where the cardboard strips come together to the opposite corners. Where the pencil lines cross will be the exact middle of the cross. 
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5.   Staple the cups to the ends of the cardboard strips making sure the cups all face the same direction.
6.  Push the pin through the center of the cardboard (where the pencil lines cross) and attach the   cardboard cross with the cups on it to the eraser point of the pencil. Blow on the cups to make sure the cardboard spins around freely on the pin.
7.  Place the modeling clay on a surface outside, such as a porch railing, wooden fence rail, a wall or a rock. Stick the sharpened end of the pencil into the clay so it stands up straight.
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Let the wind blow!
Now watch your anemometer and wait for the wind to blow.  Count how many times the colored cups goes around completely in one minute.  By doing this you will be measuring wind speed in revolutions, (not miles per hour like an actual anemometer).  You can compare wind speeds on different days, in different months, before or after a storm, etc.  Discuss how the wind speed may affect your garden.  If you scatter dandelion seeds on a windy day compared to a calm day, what happens?  How about the affect of the wind on small, fragile plants?  Have your students record their observations in their garden journals.
Adapted from www.energyquest.ca.gov
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