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Grant Application 

 

 

Name of School 

 

Address of School 

 

School Phone Number 

 

Contact Person and Position 

 

Email                     Phone 

 

How many classes are at each grade level? 

 

 

 

Do you have a garden space?  If so, please describe the area you intend to use and how it has 

been used in the past. 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your goals for the garden space.  How do you see each grade level being 

involved?  Please feel free to attach additional pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please include a proposed budget. 

Learning Through 

Gardening Grant 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Sponsored by 

 

New Jersey Agricultural Society 



A school garden is a tremendous education tool.  It provides hands-on learning for all subject areas, and gives many students their first look 
at where their food comes from.  The Learning Through Gardening program is a five - year grant for K-5 schools, which increases student 
exposure to fresh fruits, vegetables and other crops, by providing students and teachers with the means to grow and maintain a school wide 
garden.  Studies show that students’ consumption of fruits and vegetables increases if they have participated in the process of growing them 
(J Am Diet Assoc. 2009;109 1220-1226).   
The goals the program seeks to support and achieve are: 
 

 To encourage children to include more fruits and vegetables in their diets by having them plant fruits and vegetables in their garden 
for consumption at school.   

 To increase student awareness of the benefits of eating more fruits and vegetables 
 To encourage students live a less sedentary life by actively participating in the planting and maintenance of a garden 
 To encourage children to learn about the sciences associated with growing food and other plants. 

We invite you to fill out the form on the reverse side and return it to the New Jersey Agricultural Society, PO Box 331, Trenton, NJ 08625. Application 
deadline is April 15. If you have any questions please call us at (609) 802-3938.   
 
As a recipient of a Learning Through Gardening Grant, your school will receive:  
 

 Materials to build 2-4’x16’ raised beds, growing medium, seeds, tools and hoses 
 September kick-off pep rally  
 Cultivating the Curriculum workshop conducted for the staff at your school  
 Opportunity to participate in the statewide poster and essay contests   
 10 additional professional development credits for staff that serve on garden committee 
 Garden lessons and activities to support Core Curriculum Content Standards, while focusing on the nutritional importance of including fresh fruits 

and vegetables in students’ diets 
 Journals to use during visits to the garden as well as to track their consumption of fruits and vegetables and their daily activity 
 Guidance from experts in the agricultural industry 
 On demand educational support from a former classroom teacher 

As a recipient, your school will be required to:  
 

 Provide adequate garden and workspace for children  
 Appoint a committee of at least 3 teachers representing various grade levels  
 Submit a garden plan outlining involvement of each grade level throughout the entire year  
 Have each teacher teach at least one lesson per month pertaining to gardening or agriculture  
 Have classroom staff attend Cultivate the Curriculum workshop at your school  
 Have committee members attend a Best Practices Workshop in June to meet and share experiences with other schools’ committees  

 

 



Garden Ideas: 
 Pizza garden 
 New Jersey soup garden 
 Gardens to match studies, for example Colonial garden for 5th grade, Native American garden for 4th grade, etc. 
 Three sisters garden 
 ABC garden 

 


