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2017 SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION
The mission of the New Jersey Agricultural Society's Learning Through Gardening program is to provide New Jersey preschools and elementary schools with financial, educational, and agricultural resources to create school fruit and vegetable gardens that are used as outdoor learning laboratories.  A school garden gives children the opportunity to learn where their food comes from, how it grows, and that a healthy diet begins with fresh fruits and vegetables.  A Learning Through Gardening grant provides teachers with curriculum and training so that they can use the school garden to teach their core curriculum, including math, social studies, language arts, and science.  
 A Learning Through Gardening grant is awarded to schools planning to launch a schoolwide gardening program during school hours.  Grants are not awarded to schools that intend to use the garden solely for after-school or club activities.  Grant recipients must assemble a garden management committee of teachers from various grade levels.  Garden committees can also include administrators and other stakeholders such as custodians, cafeteria managers, and parents. Grant recipients must plan for the garden to be used by at least two grade levels during the first year, and show plans to expand the garden's use by additional grade levels in future years.   Every application must be accompanied by a letter of support from the school principal.
We invite you to complete a grant application and return it by March 1, 2017 

by email to: 
learningthroughgardening@gmail.com  

or by mail to: 

New Jersey Agricultural Society, 1200 Florence Columbus Road, Bordentown, NJ  08505.
As a recipient of a Learning Through Gardening grant, your school will receive:
· Materials to build a garden including: three raised beds, soil, vegetable plants and seeds for three growing seasons yearly, child-sized hand tools, and soaker hoses.

· A September kick-off garden pep rally.
· The opportunity to participate in statewide poster contests.
· Lesson plans to coordinate your outdoor garden experience with your everyday curriculum.
· Workshops on building and maintaining an educational gardening program.
· Supplies for indoor agriculture lessons in winter.

· Guidance from experts in the agricultural industry.
· Materials to build additional raised beds in each of the subsequent two years, for a total of six raised beds, contingent upon fulfillment of the requirements below.

As a recipient of a Learning Through Gardening grant, your school will be required to:

· Provide adequate garden and work space for children.

· Appoint a garden committee of at least three teachers representing different grade levels to oversee management of the garden.  Ideally, a garden committee will include teachers from every grade level.

· Encourage every teacher to teach at least one lesson per month pertaining to gardening or agriculture.

· Require the garden committee to submit twice-yearly tracking sheets describing agricultural-themed lessons taught at your school.

· Require one teacher per grade level to attend an introductory garden education workshop at your school.

· Require one garden committee member to attend a Best Practices workshop tn June to share experiences.

· Provide Learning Through Gardening with three publishable garden pictures each year. (No schools or children will be identified.)

All applicants will be notified of their grant status in May 2017.  Garden materials will be delivered in the summer of 2017, with the school gardening year beginning in September 2017.
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 SCHOOL GRANT APPLICATION
Name of School                                                                                School Phone Number                                             

School Address                                                                                                        County                                                 

Contact Person for Grant/Position                                                                                 Email                                                                                                                    

Principal Name                                                                                                              Email                                                                                                                   

Garden Committee Members/Grades Taught                                                                                                                                                                       

Number of students                    Number of teachers                    Percent free/reduced lunch                                   
Grade levels at school                                                         How many classes per grade level?                                                                                         
Please answer the following questions on separate type-written pages and submit them with a letter of support from the school principal.
1. Please describe your goals for the garden space.  

2. How will the garden be used by at least two grade levels in the first year and by three or more grade levels in subsequent years?  How will the garden be integrated into the school's curriculum?  Please be specific about which content areas can be covered in the garden and provide some ideas for lessons.
3. Please describe the area you intend to use for the garden and how it has been used in the past.  Does it receive six to eight hours of sunlight daily?  What is the water source and how far is it from the garden space?  Is there any work that must be done before the space is used?

4. Please include a proposed budget for any items required or desired for your garden that are not included in the Learning Through Gardening grant.  Do you have a source of funding for these items, for example, from the PTA or a community business?  Please note that the Learning Through Gardening grant does not provide funding, only materials and training.

5.Learning Through Gardening requires at least one teacher from each grade level to attend an introductory garden education workshop to be held at your school in September, and requires at least one teacher to attend a Best Practices workshop in June.  Will your school be able to meet these requirements?  How will the information learned at the workshops be disseminated to other teachers?

6.What is your plan for staff, parent, or community support to ensure the gardening program is a success?

7.Learning through Gardening sponsors a K-5, agricultural-themed poster contest each fall.  We award one medal per grade level at each school for winning posters and select one statewide grand prize winner from each grade level.  Please explain how you will encourage teachers and students to participate in the contest during school hours.
