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2018 GARDEN TRAINING APPLICATION
The mission of the New Jersey Agricultural Society's Learning Through Gardening program is to give New Jersey preschools and elementary schools materials to build and maintain fruit and vegetable gardens and to provide teachers with curriculum and training to use the gardens as outdoor classrooms where they can teach all subjects. A school garden gives children the opportunity to learn where their food comes from, how it grows, and that a healthy diet begins with fresh fruits and vegetables.  
We offer two types of garden grants.  A school grant is awarded to schools planning to launch a schoolwide gardening program during school hours.  A garden training grant is awarded to schools that either already have a garden and want to learn to use it to teach core curriculum, or to schools that want to revive a neglected garden.   This application is for a garden training grant.
We invite you to complete a grant application and return it by December 31, 2017
by email to: 
learningthroughgardening@gmail.com  
or by mail to: 
New Jersey Agricultural Society, 1200 Florence Columbus Road, Bordentown, NJ  08505.
All applicants will be notified of their grant status in February 2018.
  Garden materials will be delivered in March 2018, with school gardening beginning in April 2018.
As a recipient of a Learning Through Gardening grant, your school will receive:
· Vegetable seedlings and seeds for three growing seasons each year: fall, spring, and summer.
· An introductory garden-teaching workshop held onsite at the grant recipient's school to show staff how to manage and maintain the garden, and how to use it to teach all subjects.
· Lesson plans to coordinate your outdoor garden experience with your everyday lessons in math, science, social studies, language arts, and health.
· A fall statewide poster contest for K-5 students based on an agricultural theme.
· An all-day garden-teaching Best Practices Workshop attended by teachers throughout the state.
· Seeds and supplies for indoor agriculture lessons during three winter months.
· Access at any time to gardening and garden-teaching assistance from the Learning Through Gardening program director.
· Guidance from experts in the agricultural industry.
Please carefully review the following grant requirements:
· Learning Through Gardening grants are awarded for fruit and vegetable gardens only.  While other types of gardens such as sensory, pollinator, and native plant gardens have many benefits, the goal of the New Jersey Agricultural Society is to show children how food is grown.
· Learning Through Gardening grants are awarded to schools planning a schoolwide gardening program integrated with the core curriculum.  Grants are not awarded to schools that intend to use the garden solely for after-school or club activities.
· Grant recipients must plan for the garden to be used by at least two grade levels during the first year, and show plans to expand the garden's use by one additional grade level in the second year.
· Grant recipients must form a garden management committee of at least six members.  Three of those members must be classroom teachers from the three grade levels that plan to use the garden in the first two years. Garden committees may also include administrators, additional teachers, custodians, cafeteria managers, and parents.
· Every application must be accompanied by a letter of support from the school principal.
· Every application must be accompanied by a picture of the garden space.
· Grant recipients must submit one-page descriptions of their garden activities and lessons twice each year.
· The introductory garden-teaching workshop must be attended by at least six garden committee members. One garden committee member must attend the Best Practices Workshop in June.
· All schools must provide Learning Through Gardening with three publishable garden pictures each year. (No names or locations will be used.)
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 GARDEN TRAINING GRANT APPLICATION
Name of School                                                                                School Phone Number                                             
School Address                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Garden Committee Chairs(s)                                                                                        Email(s)                                                                                                                   
Principal Name                                                                                                              Email                                                                                                                   
Garden Committee Members/Grades Taught                                                                                                                                                                       
Number of students                        Number of teachers                  %Free/reduced lunch                                               
Grade levels at school                                                         How many classes per grade level?                                                                                         
Please answer the following questions on separate type-written pages and submit them with a letter of support from the school principal.
1. Please describe your goals for the garden.
2. How will the garden be used by at least two grade levels in the first year and by three or more grade levels in subsequent years?  What ideas do you have for integrating the curriculum of these grade levels with the garden?
3. Please describe your existing garden space.  Does it receive six to eight hours of sunlight daily?  What is the water source and how many feet is it from the garden space?  Is the area fenced?  Is there any work that must be done on the space? Please include a picture of the garden space with your application.
4.  Learning Through Gardening requires at least six members of the garden committee to attend an introductory garden education workshop to be held at your school in March, and requires at least one teacher to attend a Best Practices workshop in June.  Will your school be able to meet these requirements?  How will the information learned at the workshops be disseminated to other teachers?
5.  What is your plan for staff, parent, or community support to ensure the gardening program is a success?
6.  Learning through Gardening sponsors a K-5, agricultural-themed poster contest each fall.  We award one medal per grade level at each school for winning posters and select one statewide grand prize winner from each grade level.  Please explain how you will encourage teachers and students to participate in the contest during school hours.
